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Abstract 

For a reservoir characteristic of a multilayer, commingling production is an 

effective way of exploitation. Especially for the well characteristic of 

multi-layered in tight reservoirs of Lucaogou Formation in Xinjiang Oilfield, it 

must adopt the approach of commingling production with staged-fractured to mine. 
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And so, in the well-testing interpretation software (referred WTIS), integrating the 

well-testing interpretation model (referred WTIM) of commingling production 

multi-stage fractured vertical well (referred CPMSFVW) has important practical 

economic and social value; therefore, it is particularly necessary to study the 

algorithm of calculating formation parameters under the log-log coordinate system 

(referred CFPLLCS) of this model. This paper firstly discussed the realization 

process of CFPLLCS in the WTIS, and then from the WTIM of the CPMSFVW, 

gave its dimensionless parameters definition, finally on the basis of the above, 

gave the step and algorithm of CFPLLCS of the WTIM of the CPMSFVW. The 

realization of the algorithm laid a necessary foundation for finally integrating the 

WTIM of the CPMSFVW in the WTIS. 
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1  Introduction  

Due to the influence of the deposition process, there is strong vertical 

direction heterogeneity in many reservoirs, which exhibits the characteristics of a 

multilayer [1]. The development of such oil and gas wells usually adopts the way 

of commingling production or layered mining to produce [2]. In order to improve 

the productivity of single well, many production wells in mines are using the way 

of commingling production [1]. Especially for multilayer reservoir with poor 

physical property and smaller thickness, commingling production has become 

effective means of its efficient development [3]. As for part wells with multilayer 

characteristics in Xinjiang oilfield of Lucaogou Formation reservoir, because they 

are tight reservoir, the monolayer productivity is very low, so mostly adopt the 
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approach of commingling production with multi-stage fractured to mine. 

Therefore, in the well-testing interpretation software (referred WTIS), integrating 

the well-testing interpretation model (referred WTIM) of commingling production 

with multi-stage fractured vertical well (referred CPMSFVW) has important 

practical economic and social value. 

The essence of the WTIS is still a simulation of artificial fitting process [4], 

therefore in the development process of WTIS, need fitting the measured pressure 

difference curve and theoretical charts under the log-log coordinate, and then 

calculate formation parameters by the fitting results [4-6]. Literature survey shows 

that there are more literatures, which discuss and analysis the WTIM of the 

commingling production vertical [1-3, 7-27], and relatively small literatures, 

which discuss and analysis the WTIM of the CPMSFVW [28-31], but there are a 

few research reports about calculating formation parameters under the log-log 

coordinate system (referred CFPLLCS) of the WTIM of the CPMSFVW.  

Based on the realization process of developing WTIS, combined with the 

characteristic of the WTIM of the CPMSFVW, this paper gave the algorithm of 

CFPLLCS of this model. 

 

 

2  Study on the process of CFPLLCS in WTIS 

At an early stage, due to the lack of WTIS, people adopted manually fitting 

charts to calculating formation parameters during the time of well test 

interpretation. The procedure is as follows: The first step drew respectively the 

charts and the curve, which is the relation between the measured pressure 

difference ( ( )i wfp P p t∆ = − ) and the time difference ( 0it t t∆ = − ), in the two sheet 

of transparent paper with exactly the same size and log-log coordinate system. The 

second step moved parallel the measured pressure difference in the vertical and 

horizontal direction, while parallel moving should always keep the two log 
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coordinate axes parallel to each other, and then found one curve of the best fitting 

with the measured curve in charts. Finally, selected the appropriate fitting points, 

and calculated formation parameters according to the pressure fitting values and 

time fitting values [4]. Seen from the above operation process, while CFPLLCS, 

the solving parameters process in the WTIS is essentially still a simulation of the 

solving parameters process in artificial fitting, this process can be illustrated in 

Figure 1. 

 

 
Draw the measured pressure difference curve and the 

chart on the same log-log coordinate system

N

Adjust the shape of the chart by means of modifying 
inputted formation parameters

Fitting results meet the 
requirements?

Parallelly move the chart in the vertical and horizontal 
direction

Y

Calculate formation parameters by the inputted 
parameters, the total displacement on the XY axis of 

the chart, and the related definitions of the 
interpretation model  

Figure 1:  The Flow chart of CFPLLCS in the WTIS 

 

 

From Figure 1, in the WTIS, firstly drew the measured pressure difference curve 

and the chart under the same log-log coordinate system, and then adjusted the 

shape of the chart by the inputted parameters to make the chart as far as possible 

similar to the measured pressure difference curve, then parallelly moved the chart 

in the vertical and horizontal direction to make the chart as much as possible 

coincide with the measured pressure difference curve. In the above process, the 
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adjustment parameters and parallel movement generally needed adjust repeatedly 

to achieve the best fitting effect. Finally, calculated formation parameters by these 

known quantity: the inputted parameters, the total displacement on the XY axis of 

the chart and the related definitions of the interpretation model. 

In the above-described process, the role of the total displacement on the XY 

axis of the chart is discussed as follows. The process of parallelly movement can 

be illustrated in Figure 2. The dotted line L in the figure is the measured pressure 

difference log-log curve, and the solid line L' is theoretical log-log chart, which is 

most similar to the measured pressure difference log-log curve in many theoretical 

log-log charts (that is to say, its fitting results is the best). Assuming that L' 

achieves the best fitting effect after respectively moving X∆  units in X-axis and 

Y∆  units in Y-axis, that is to say, the coincidence effect of the two curves 

achieves the best results at this time. 

 

Curve L（⊿P～⊿t）

△Y Curve L’（PD～ tD）

△X
 

Figure 2:  The diagram of parallelly moveing the chart in WTIS 

 

 

On the curve L and L', respectively takes the first point for the observation 

point, assume their coordinates are respectively ( 1t∆ , 1p∆ ) and ( 1tD , 1pD ), and 

suppose that the coordinate of the first point on the moved curve L' is ( '
1tD , '

1pD ). 



64                                     The Algorithm Study on Calculating…  

According to the characteristics of log-log coordinates system [32], at this time, 

there are: 
'

1 1lg( ) lg( )X tD tD∆ = −                             (1) 

'
1 1lg( ) lg( )Y pD pD∆ = −                            (2) 

When achieves the best fitting effect, namely thinks that the curve L and L' 

coincide on every point at this time, there are: 
'

1 1t tD∆ =                                        (3) 

'
1 1p pD∆ =                                       (4) 

After putting the formula (3) into the formula (1) and inserting the formula (4) in 

the formula (2), the result can be obtained: 

1

1

10 Xt
tD

∆∆
=                                       (5) 

1

1

10 Yp
pD

∆∆
=                                       (6) 

Because the observation point is taken randomly, therefore, for every fitting 

points (two points can be coincided at the best fitting results) on the curve L and 

curve L', there should be: 

10 Xt
tD

∆∆
=                                        (7) 

10 Yp
pD

∆∆
=                                      (8) 

The tD and pD in the above formula is respectively the dimensionless time 

and dimensionless pressure of the WTIM, which are given by the specific WTIM. 

Therefore, in the WTIS, according to the WTIM selected by users, formation 

parameters can be calculated by the formula (7)-(8). 
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3  The research of CFPLLCS of CPMSFVW  

3.1 Study on the WTIM of the CPMSFVW 

Level 1: h1、φ1、K1

Level 2: h2、φ2、K2

Level j: hj、φj、Kj

Level N: hN、φN、KN

rw

xf2 xf2

xfjxfj

xf1xf1

xfN xfN

 
Figure 3:  The WTIM of the CPMSFVW 

 

 

The WTIM of the CPMSFVW is shown in figure 3. According to the model, 

make assumptions as following:1) The reservoir is homogeneous, uniform 

thickness and isotropic; 2) The fluid is single-phase and slightly compressible, the 

Ct of comprehensive compression coefficient, theμof viscosity and the B of 

volume coefficient are constant. The Thickness, porosity and permeability in 

j-layer is respectively hj, φj and Kj, and the value of them cannot change with time; 

3) Before the oil well open and produce, in every small layer and between the 

layers, the original reservoir pressure equal everywhere, are all Pi; 4) The radius of 

the well is rw and the yield of the well is the given q. After the well open and 

produce, yield of each small layer can varie with time, but the q of all layer yield 

sum remains unchanged. There is an impermeable barrier between any two 

adjacent layers, so there is no cross-flowing between layers, and can only 

communicate with each other at the bottom of the well; 5) The process of flow and 
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testing are both the isothermal process; 6) Ignoring the influence of gravity and 

capillary force. 

Suppose that N layers produce together, and define dimensionless quantities as 

follows: 

The relationship between the dimensionless pressure jpD  and the measured 

pressure j
p in the j- layer is as follows: 

1 [ ]
1.842

N

i i
i

j i j

K h
pD P p

q Bµ
== −
∑                      (9) 

The relationship between the dimensionless pressure wpD  and the measured 

pressure wp  at the bottom hole is as follows: 

1 1[ ]
1.842 1.842

N N

i i i i
i i

w i w w

K h K h
pD P p p

q B q Bµ µ
= == − = ∆
∑ ∑       (10) 

The relationship between the dimensionless time jtD  in the j-layer and the test 

time t is as follows: 
N

3
2

1

3.6 10 j
j

j fj j t

K
tD t

x Cφ µ
−

=

= × ∑                   (11) 

The relationship between the dimensionless wellbore storage coefficient jCD  in 

the j-layer, the wellbore storage coefficient C and the fracture half-length fjx  in 

the j-layer is as follows: 

2

1

1

2 ( )
j N

fj
i t

i

CCD
xh Cπ φ

=

=

∑                      (12) 

The relationship between the dimensionless fracture conductivity jKfwD  and the 

fracture conductivity jKfw  in the j-layer is as follows: 

j
j

fj j

Kfw
KfwD

x K
=                             (13) 
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The flow coefficient ratio (Also called the yield contribution rate) jξ  in the 

j-layer defines as follows: 

1 1

( )

( )

j
j j

j N N

i i i
i i

Kh
K h

Kh K h

µξ

µ= =

= =

∑ ∑
                     (14) 

The storage capacity ratio jω  in the j-layer defines as follows: 

1

( )

( )

t j
j N

i t
i

C h

h C

φ
ω

φ
=

=

∑                             (15) 

 

 

3.2 Algorithm research of CFPLLCS of CPMSFVW 

Known from the formula (10): 1

1.842

N

i i
w i

w

K h
pD

p q Bµ
==

∆

∑  1

1.842

N

i i
w i

w

K h
pD

p q Bµ
==

∆

∑ , w

w

pD
p∆  

is the ratio of measured dimensionless pressure PDw and measured pressure 

wp∆ at bottom-hole, its physical meaning is consistent with 
pD

p∆  in the formula 

(8). Therefore, the result can be obtained by using of combining the formula (8) 

and (10): 

1

1.842 10
N

Y
i i

i
K h q Bµ −∆

=

= ×∑                    (16) 

Because the flow coefficient ratio jξ  is a parameter of calculation chart, in 

other words, its value can impact the chart shape and when the chart is being 

moved, its value will not change. Therefore the permeability Kj of each layer can 

be calculated by using of combining the formula (14) and (16):  
N

i
i 1

( ) 1.842
=

10

j
j

j Y
j j

Kh q B
K

h h

ξ µ ξ
=

∆

•
=

∑                (17) 
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Similarly, the physical meaning of 
tD

t∆
 in the formula (7) is consistent with jtD

t
 

in the formula (11); therefore the result can be obtained by using of combining the 

formula (7) and (11): 

 
N

3
2

1

10 3.6 10 jX

j fj j t

K
x Cφ µ

−∆ −

=

= × ∑                       (18) 

and by the formula (12) shows that: 

N

i 1

=
2 ( )

fj

j t i

Cx
CD C hπ φ

=

• ∑                          (19) 

After putting it into the formula (18) the result can be obtained: 

N N
3

i 1 1

3.6 10 10 2 ( ) j jx
i

j j

CD K
C hπ φ

φ µ
− ∆

= =

 
= × • • •  

  
∑ ∑         (20) 

In the above formula, jCD  is a parameter of calculation chart, so the 

wellbore storage coefficient C can be calculated by the formula (20). After that, 

the fracture half-length fjx  can be computed by putting the calculated C into the 

formula (19). 

By the formula (13) shows that: 

j j fj jKfw KfwD x K= • •                           (21) 

Because the dimensionless fracture conductivity jKfwD  in the j-layer is a 

parameter of calculation chart, so the fracture conductivity jKfw  in the j-layer 

can be calculated by putting jKfwD  and fjx , jK  into the formula (21). 

Algorithm research of CFPLLCS of the WTIM of the CPMSFVW in the 

WTIS is summarized as follows: 

1) Obtain X∆ and Y∆ value of the accumulative total displacement of the chart 

by the software recording. 
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2) Calculate the permeability jK  in the j-layer using the parameter jξ  of 

calculation chart and Y∆  by the formula (17). 

3) Calculate the wellbore storage coefficient C using the parameter jCD  of 

calculation chart and X∆  by the formula (20). 

4) Calculate the fracture half-length fjx in the j-layer by putting the calculated C 

into the formula (19). 

5) Calculate the fracture conductivity jKfw  in the j-layer using the parameter 

jKfwD  of calculation chart and calculated jK , fjx  by the formula (21). 

6) Directly calculate the storage capacity ratio jω  in j-layer by the formula (15). 

7) Display the calculated parameters to the interface in the WTIS. 

 

 

4  Conclusions  

1) The process of CFPLLCS in the WTIS has been discussed. In the above process, 

the role of total displacement X∆ , Y∆ of the chart on the XY axis and the 

dimensionless parameter definition of specific WTIM has been pointed out. 

2) From the WTIM of CPMSFVW, the relevant dimensionless parameters 

definition has been given. 

3) The steps and algorithm formula of CFPLLCS of the WTIM of the CPMSFVW 

in the WTIS have been given. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. This research is supported by these projects: the 

national major project of China(NO 2011ZX0515-002), the CNPC "Xinjiang 

Daqing" science and technology projects (NO 2012E-34-14),And the open fund of 

key laboratory of exploration technologies for oil and gas resources (Yangtze 

University), Ministry of Education(NO K2013-27). 



70                                     The Algorithm Study on Calculating…  

 

 

References 

[1] Guo Jing-jing, Zhang Lie-hui, Wang Hai-tao etc., Productivity analysis on 

commingled production wells in layered dual porosity reservoirs, Chinese 

Journal of Hydrodynamics, 26(6), (2011), 704-712. 

[2] Gong Di-guang, Proper production allocating study on commingling 

production for stand production gas well, Xi'an Shiyou University, Xi'an, 

2012. 

[3] You Yuan, Duan Yong-gang, Fang Quan-tang etc., Dynamic Characteristic 

Analysis of Commingling Reservoirs, Journal of Oil and Gas Technology,  

35(1), (2013), 121-125. 

[4] Liu Neng-qiang, Practical Modern Well-Testing Interpretation Method, 

Petroleum Industry Press, Beijing, 2008. 

[5] Yu Ren-yuan, Application of Modern Well Testing Interpretation Chart to 

Gas Well Testing Analysis, Atural Gas Industry, 9(4), (1989), 38-42. 

[6] Gringarten Alain C, Type-Curve Analysis: What It Can and Cannot Do, 

Journal of Petroleum Technology, 39(1), (1987), 11-13. 

[7] Qu Cheng-lin and Wang Wei, Discussion on some problems of multilayer 

testing pressure recovery curve in interpretation, Well Testing, 5(1), (1990), 

20-24. 

[8] Zhang Yan-chen and Guo Ji-yi, Interpretation and Application of Formation 

Testing Data of Daqing Oilfield, Well Testing, 5(3), (1990), 11-25. 

[9] Wang Xiao-dong and Liu Ci-qun, Productivity Analysis on Commingled 

Production Wells, Oil Drilling & Production Technology, 21(2), (1999), 

56-115. 

[10] Xu Xian-zhi, Kuang Guo-hua, Chen Feng-lei etc., Well Test Analysis 

Method of Multi-layer Commingled Production, Acta Petrolei Sinica, 20(5), 

(1999), 43-47. 



Liu Bo-tao and Wang Xin-hai 71  

[11] Zhang Wang-ming, Han Da-kuang, Lian Qi-xiang etc., Well Test Analysis in 

Multilayer reservoir, Petroleum Exploration and Development, 28(3), (2001), 

63-66. 

[12] Zhang Chong-gang, Huang Hong-bing and Ma Dong-lan, Analysis the 

Performance of Producing with Applying the Multi-layers Test Date, Well 

Testing, 12(6), (2003), 19-72. 

[13] Wang Yue-wen, Lu Shuang-fang, Fang Wei etc., A Study and Application to 

Arithmetic of Production Allocation of Multilayer Commingled Production, 

Petroleum Geology & Experiment, 27(6), (2005), 630-634. 

[14] Xiong Yan-li, Feng Xi, Yang Ya-he etc., Analysis on Performance Features 

and Exploitation Results of Gas Wells with Multiple-Zone Production, 

Natural Gas Exploration and Development, 28(1), (2005), 21-24. 

[15] Zhao Guang-min, Optimization Analysis of Commingled Gas Well  

productivity, China University of Geosciences, Beijing, 2005. 

[16] Li Shuang, Xiong Yu, Lu Qi-jun etc., A New Method & Application of 

Production Dividing f or Commingling Production in Gas Reservior, Inner 

Mongolia Petrochemical Industry, 16(7), (2006), 90-93. 

[17] Li Shu-qun, Study on Separate-layer Production Technique of Two Series 

Strata, China University of Geosciences, Beijing, 2007. 

[18] Zhang Lie-hui, Wang Hai-tao, Jia Yong-lu etc., Model of Two-Layered 

Reservoir with Cross-flow and Dual Porosity Media, Journal of Southwest 

Petroleum University(Science & Technology Edition), 31(5), (2009), 

178-182. 

[19] Li Cheng-yong, Jiang Yu-qiang, Wu Yong etc., General solution of 

bottomhole pressure response models in commingling production of stratified 

gas reservoirs, Natural Gas Industry, 30(9), (2010), 39-41. 

[20] Liu Qi-guo, Wang Hui, Wang Rui-cheng etc., A Computing method for 

layered production contribution and affecting factors analyzing in 



72                                     The Algorithm Study on Calculating…  

commingled gas reservoirs, Journal of Southwest Petroleum 

University(Science & Technology Edition), 32(1), (2010), 80-84. 

[21] Yang Bo, Tang Hai, Zhou Ke etc., A Simple New Method of Proper 

Proration for Multi-layered Commingled Gas Wells, Well Testing, 19(1), 

(2010), 66-68. 

[22] Ma Xiang-yu, Well Test Analysis of Multi-Layered Gas Reservoir, China 

University of Geosciences, Beijing, 2012. 

[23] Wang Yuan, He Zhi-xiong, Li Jia-rui etc., Determination of Interlayer 

Interference Coefficient for ComminglingProduction in Low Permeability 

Gas Reservoir, Science Technology and Engineering, 12(34), (2012), 

9163-9166. 

[24] Wang Shi-bo, Huang Ai-xian and Wei Jing-feng, Numerical Simulation on 

Interlayer Interference of Thin and Interbed Reservoirs, Journal of Oil and 

Gas Technology, 34(9), (2012), 247-250. 

[25] Du Xi-yao, Li Xiang-fang, Xu Bing-xiang etc., Multi-layer production 

evaluation of coalbed methane wells in Hancheng area, Coal Geology & 

Exploration, 42(2), (2014), 28-34. 

[26] Spivey John Paul, Production Data Analysis for Commingled Multilayer Gas 

Reservoirs--Graphical Aides for Flow Regime Identification and History 

Matching, Society of Petroleum Engineers, 2007.  

[27] Onwunyili Christian Chime and M.O. Onyekonwu, Coupled Model for 

Analysis of Multilayer Reservoir in Commingled Production, SPE Nigeria 

Annual International Conference and Exhibition, 2013.  

[28] Zhang Rui-fen, Application of Fracture Technology to Multiple Layers in 

Deep Reservoir of Bawu Gas Field, Well Testing, 13(4), (2004), 54-55. 

[29] Zhang Lu, A Study on Well Testing Analysis for Fractured Well in 

Multilayered Reservoir, Xi'an Shiyou University, Xi'an, 2011. 



Liu Bo-tao and Wang Xin-hai 73  

[30] Basquet R., F. Alabert and J. P. Caltagirone, Analytical Solutions for 

Productivity Evaluation of Multifractured Wells in Multilayered and 

Bounded Reservoirs, Society of Petroleum Engineers, 1999. 

[31] Vega Velasquez Leonardo, A Bayesian Production Analysis Technique for 

Multistage Hydraulically Fractured Wells, Society of Petroleum Engineers,  

2007. 

[32] Liu Bo-tao, Wang Xin-Hai, Zhang Fu-Xiang etc., Graphic translation 

algorithm research and the realization of man-machine interaction in the 

semi-logarithmic coordinate system, Journal of Computations & Modelling,  

3(4), (2013), 311-329. 

 

 

 


